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YIDC13, Women’s Writing in Yiddish 7,5 credits 

Fastställd av styrelsen för Sektion 5, 2025-11-27 

Primary Reading/ Literary texts:  

Baskin, Judith R., Women of the Word, Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1994, pp. 17-

34 (Introduction), 70-90 (Shmuel Niger), 136-153 (Kathryn Hellerstein).  
 

Forman, Frieda, Ethel Raicus, Sarah Silberstein Swartz, and Margie Wolfe (eds.). Found 

Treasures: Stories by Yiddish Women Writers. Toronto: Second Story Press, 1994.   

 

From Found Treasures … :  

 

Forman, Frieda, et al. “Preface.” In Found Treasures: Stories by Yiddish Women Writers, 15–

20. Toronto: Second Story Press, 1994.  

 

Klepfisz, Irena. “Queens of Contradiction: A Feminist Introduction to Yiddish Women 

Writers.” In Found Treasures: Stories by Yiddish Women Writers, 21–64.  

 

Module 1: THE OLD WORLD  

Hamer-Jacklyn, Sarah. “My Mother’s Dream.” In Found Treasures, 65–76.  

Singer Kreitman, Esther. “The New World.” In Found Treasures, 77–84.  

Brokhes, Rokhl. “The Zogerin.” In Found Treasures, 85–90.  

Schulner, Dora. “Reyzele’s Wedding.” In Found Treasures, 91–98.  

Shtok, Fradel. “The Veil.” In Found Treasures, 99–104.  

Raskin, Miriam. “Zlatke.” In Found Treasures, 105–122.  

Schulner, Dora. “Ester.” In Found Treasures, 123–130.  

Maze, Ida. “Dina.” In Found Treasures, 131–144.  

Gorshman, Shira. “Unspoken Hearts.” In Found Treasures, 145–158.  

 

Module 2: THE NEW WORLD  

Lee, Malka. “Through the Eyes of Childhood.” In Found Treasures, 159–186.  

Serdatsky, Yente. “Unchanged.” In Found Treasures, 187–192.  

Dropkin, Celia. “A Dancer.” In Found Treasures, 193–202.  

Raskin, Miriam. “At a Picnic.” In Found Treasures, 203–210.  

 

 List of Literature 



Module 3: THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE, THOSE WHO DIED  

Korn, Rachel. “The Road of No Return.” In Found Treasures, 211–222.  

Berger, Lili. “On Saint Katerine’s Day.” In Found Treasures, 223–236.  

Lempel, Blume. “Correspondents.” In Found Treasures, 237–242  

Molodowsky, Kadia. “A House With Seven Windows.” In Found Treasures, 311–316.  

Rikudah Potash — Five Stories from In the Alleys of Jerusalem, In Found Treasures --. 331-

352.  

Rosenfarb, Chava. “Edgia’s Revenge.” In Found Treasures, 243–310  

 

Basic Reference Literature  

Fisher Jerilyn, Ellen S. Silber, Women in Literature. Reading through the Lens of Gender, 

London: Greenwood Press, 2003, from here: Introduction, pp. xxxi-xxxix.   

Hellerstein, Kathryn. A Question of Tradition: Women Poets in Yiddish, 1586–1987. Stanford, 

CA: Stanford University Press, 2014. pp. 1-169.   

  

Recommended Books on Jewish/Yiddish History:   

Kaye/Kantrowitz, Melanie, and Irena Klepfisz (eds.). The Tribe of Dina: A Jewish Women’s 

Anthology. Boston: Beacon Press, 1986; reissued 1995. Pp.   

Schachter, Allison. Women Writing Jewish Modernity, 1919–1939. Evanston, IL: 

Northwestern University Press, 2021.   

Forman, Frieda (ed.). The Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers. Toronto: Exile Editions, 

2013.    

Bachman, Merle. Recovering “Yiddishland”: Threshold Moments in American 

Literature. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2008.   

Fishman, David E. The Rise of Modern Yiddish Culture. Pittsburgh, PA: University of 

Pittsburgh Press, 2005.   

Slezkine, Yuri. The Jewish Century. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2004.   

Weinstein, Miriam. Yiddish: A Nation of Words. Hanover, NH: Steerforth Press, 2001.   

Forman, Frieda. On the Waves of Destiny: The Selected Writings of Lili Berger.  Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press.   

Please note that supplementary online readings, particularly selected texts from Tablet, In 

geveb, Forverts, and the Yiddish Book Center, may amount to an additional 100 pages. All 

these materials will be shared with you by the instructor.  

 


