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	The Soviet Bloc 1945-1989
Course accessible to all students offered by the
Section for Central and Eastern European Studies at the Language Centre

	


ÖCKB08 The Soviet Bloc 1945-1989

7.5 credits (7.5 ECTS credits)

Course description:
The course focuses on development in the Soviet Union (SU) and other European Communist countries during the so-called Cold War, i.e. the period 1945-1989. Its main goal is to help students to understand the Communist structure of power and the ideology of the Soviet Communism as well as to learn about both similarities and differences between the countries in question. Students will learn about different periods of the development of the Soviet Bloc and about the ways politics affected all aspects of people´s life. Students will also learn about how the Communist system used history and propaganda in order to seek its own legitimacy and how the so-called reform Communists and anti-Communists criticised the system from within and from outside.

 Despite the fact that the SU used to be considered as a monolithic bloc resistant to all changes, the periods of Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev and Gorbachev will be approached and analysed in a comparative way in order to show the differences between terror and totalitarian eras of the Communist regime. Finally, attention will also be given to the fall of the Communist system and its consequences.

On completion of the course the student shall:
-be able to account for the social, political and cultural development in the SU and East and Central Europe during the cold war until the SU’s collapse 1991

-be able to discuss general differences and similarities  between the different forms of East European Communism
- be able to critically discuss and analyse the political, social and cultural issues of communist states in Europe during the second half of the 20th century
Teaching and course assessment: Teaching consists of lectures and compulsory seminars.
-The assessment is based on active attendance at the compulsory seminars and on a final written and/or oral exam or/and a home report. 
-Students are awarded one of the following grades: Fail, Pass or Pass with Distinction completed by a ECTS grade.
Reading list.  Books required to be studied for the exam:
- Zubok,Vladislav: A Failed Empire – The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev. University of North Carolina Press, 2007 ISBN 978-0-8078-3098-7, 467 pages

- Pons, Silvio & Romero, Federico (Eds.), Reinterpreting the End of the Cold War. Issues, Interpretations, Periodizations (selected chapters). London & New York: Frank Cass, 2005 ISBN 0-714-65695 X, 248 pages

- Crampton, R. J., Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century – and After (selected chapters), London & New York: Routledge 1997, ISBN 978-0-415-16423-8, approx. 250 pages
Teacher: Tomas Sniegon, course developer. 
e-mail: <tomas.Sniegon@slav.lu.se>

Course period & preliminary schedule:

28 February – 22 May: Tuesdays 10.15 – 12.00
Address: Språk- och litteraturcentrum (SOL)
[Language Centre] Helgonabacken 12, Lund

Applications:

Exchange students may only request admittance to this course through their coordinator in Lund who will send a written message to the address below.
HT-Internationella kontoret

Helgonabacken 12: A143, Lund

e-post :  international.liaison@kansliht.lu.se
Fax 046-222 8800

(Inga anmälningar per telefon)

Non-exchange student: Studenter som är intresserade av kursen ansöker genom att skicka ett meddelande till adressen nedan, helst med e-post, med namn och personnummer, adress, telefonnummer och e-postadress om det finns. Om du inte är registrerad som lundastudent i LADOK måste du styrka din allmän behörighet. 
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