April 8, 2013

Course name: Metalinguistics: Language as an object of knowledge
LINN22, 7.5 ECTS
Description
The course provides an overview of different theories of the nature of language, and consequently on the nature of linguistics (e.g. structuralism, generative linguistics, cognitive linguistics, communicative theories of language). Central questions to be discussed are: 
· What are the essential featrures of language? 
· Which aspects of language fall within the scope of different theories? 
· What kinds of methods are utilized? 
The course adopts a comparative and reflective perspective on these issues. Emphasis is placed on readings and joint discussions of the course literature, which consists of both classical works and more recent contributions. Two guest leactures by eminent “metalinguists” are also included.

Teachers: Jordan Zlatev (JZ), Andreas Widoff (AW), Johan Blomberg (JB), Mats Andrén (MA)

Learning activities:  
· 10 lectures in “seminar form”. Obligatory attendance. If absent, a summary of the main points of each text (max one page) is to be submitted as a make-up. 
· Reading of the texts in advance. It is ok and even recommended to discuss them in informal groups
· 2 guest lectures, active participation 
· Individual: a question to each text is to be posted on the respective “forum” o LUVIT, no later than 24 hours before each lecture/seminar.

Examination
· Active participation in the seminars, including posing questions on LUVIT
· Take-home exam. Possibly a course paper, if agreed upon together with teacher.


Schedule
	#
	
	Date
	Lectures/Seminars
	Readings
	Teachers

	1.
	Tue
	2/4
	Introduction to the course
	
	JZ, AW, JB, MA

	2.
	Fri
	5/4
	Language: a multi-faceted phenomenon (Sem1)
	Coseriu (1985)  
Zlatev (2011)
	JZ

	3.
	Tue
	9/4
	Language as structure (Sem2)
	Saussure (1960) 
Hjelmslev (1948)
	AW

	4.
	Fri
	19/4
	Language as a physical/natural phenomenon (Sem3)
	Bloomfield (1936) 
Chomsky (1993) 
	AW

	5.
	Tue
	23/4
	Language as a mental phenomenon (Sem 4)
	Lakoff & Johnson (1999); Zlatev (2008) 
Itkonen (2008b)
	JZ

	6.
	Tue
	30/4
	Language as communal/social activity (Sem 5)
	Vološinov (1973)
	AW

	7. 
	Fri
	3/5
	Language, idealization and dialogue (Sem 6)
	Linell (2005)
	MA

	8.
	Tue
	7/5
	Language: levels and perspectives (Sem 7)
	Coseriu (1985, 1995, 2000); Itkonen (2008a)
	AW

	9.
	Fri
	10/5
	Philosophy of linguistics 1963 - 2013 
(based on participant observation)
	Itkonen (2011)
	Esa Itkonen

	10.
	Tue
	14/5
	Language – individual, collective or something else?
	
	Per Linell

	11.
	Fri
	17/5
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“Design features” and “design factors” of language 
(Sem 8)
	Hockett (1960);
Chomsky (2005); Johansson (in press)
	JZ

	12
	Tue
	21/5
	Linguistic universals  (Sem 9)
	Evans & Levinson (2009)
	JB

	13.
	Fri
	24/5
	Multimodality and bodily experience (Sem 10) 
	McNiell (1985)
Woelert (2011) 
	JZ, JB

	
	
	25/5
	Take home exam given out
	
	

	
	
	31/5
	Take home exam (or paper) submitted
	
	

	14.
	Tue
	4/6
	Discussion of take-home exams
	
	JZ, AW, JB, MA



