HT 2008, SOL, Linguistics

The Origins of Language, 7,5 credits

Course description

The course aims at acquainting the student with current interdisciplinary research on the origins of language. Such research is central for the ongoing debate on the nature of language, and specifically on whether grammar is primarily a biological adaptation or a culturally created and acquired phenomenon. Topics covered include the relation between biological and cultural evolution, anatomical and neural prerequisites for language in an evolutionary perspective, animal communication, experiments with language learning in apes and other animals, the relation between language and consciousness, different hypotheses on the origin of language and their evaluation in relation to available evidence. 

Learning outcomes

Upon completing the course, the student shall:

· Be acquainted with current research on the origins of language

· Be acquainted with different kinds of animal communication and understand similarities and differences between these and human language

· Be acquainted with certain anatomical and neural prerequisites for language in an evolutionary perspective

· Understand the similarities and differences between biological and cultural evolution, and their possible interaction 

· Understand aspects of the complex relationship between language and consciousness

· Be able to evaluate different hypotheses on the origins of language on the basis of empirical evidence.  

Course form and examination

The course consists of lectures, by the main teacher Jordan Zlatev and guests (see below). Students will take part of small group projects and give presentations on the final occasion. The final exam will be in the form of a take-home exam OR essay on a topic approved by the main teacher.

Schedule: Tusedays, 18:15-20, room  H435 SOL-centrum

	Date
	Topic
	Lecturer
	Literature

	23/9
	Introduction
	Zlatev
	Chap 1

	30/9
	What is language?
	Zlatev
	Chap 2 + 

Burling (2005)

	7/10
	Evolution: natural and cultural
	Sören Brier

Copenhagen Business School
	Chap 3 + Emmeche (2007)

	14/10
	The human ancestry tree
	Zlatev
	Chap 4

	21/10
	Body and brain for language
	Zlatev
	Chap 5 + 
Zlatev (2008a)

	28/10
	Animal communication
	Gisela Håkansson,

Linguistics, LU
	Chap 6

	4/11
	Animal language?
	Tomas Persson

Cognitive Science, LU
	Chap 7 + 
Savage-Rumbough

	11/11
	Language and consciousness
	Zlatev
	Chap 8 + 
Zlatev (2008b)

	18/11
	Hypotheses and debates on language evolution
	Zlatev
	Chap 9

	25/11
	Why did language evolve?
	Sverker Johansson

University of Jönköping
	Chap 10

	2/12
	Stages in the evolution of language
	Zlatev
	Chap 11

	9/12
	Historical evolution of languages 
	Zlatev
	Heine-Kuteva

	16/12
	Summary 
	Zlatev
	Chap 12

	13/1
	Group presentations
	Students
	(take home exam given)
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