53 Atstarting, is my object. Nay, we'll go

54 Together down, Sir! Notice Neptune, though,

55 Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity,

56 Which Claus of Innsbruck cast in bronze for me.

CHRISTINA ROSSETTI (1830-1894)

Uphill

Does the road wind uphill all the way?
Yes, to the very end.

Will the day's journey take the whole long day?
From morn to night, my friend.

But is there for the night a resting-place?
A roof for when the slow, dark hours begin.
May not the darkness hide it from my face?
You cannot miss that inn.

Shall I meet other wayfarers at night?
Those who have gone before.

Then must I knock, or call when just in sight?
They will not keep you waiting at that door.

Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak?
Of labour you shall find the sum.

Will there be beds for me and all who seek?
Yea, beds for all who come.

MATTHEW ARNOLD (1822-1888)

Dover Beach

The sea is calm to-night.

The tide is full, the moon lies fair

Upon the straits;--on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!
Only, from the long line of spray

Where the sea meets the moon-blanch'd land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar

10 Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
11 At their return, up the high strand,

12 Begin, and cease, and then again begin,

13 With tremulous cadence slow, and bring

14 The eternal note of sadness in.

O oo~ W bW

15_ Sophocles long ago
16 Heard it on the ZBgean, and it brought
17 Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow



18 Of human misery; we
19 Find also in the sound a thought,
20 Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

21 The Sea of Faith

22 Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore
23 Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl'd.

24 But now I only hear

25 TIts melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,

26 Retreating, to the breath

27 Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear

28 And naked shingles of the world.

29 Ah, love, let us be true

30 To one another! for the world, which seems

31 To lie before us like a land of dreams,

32 So various, so beautiful, so new,

33 Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,

34 Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;

35 And we are here as on a darkling plain

36 Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
37 Where ignorant armies clash by night.

RUDYARD KIPLING (1865-1936)
If

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with triumph and disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with wornout tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breath a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew

H



To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on";

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with kings - nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run -
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man my son!

Keywords for Victorian Poetry

Scepticism  Dramatic monologue Nostalgia




STUDY QUESTIONS FOR GREAT EXPECTATIONS

1. What is the "Bildungsroman" genre (LOOK UP the term and read up on what it means!)
and how well does Great Expectations fit into it? Are there any other genres that come to
mind when reading the novel?

2. One of the themes in the novel could be said to be that of parents and children. Who are
Pip's parents? The question may seem stupid at first, but try to think of as many answers as
possible to it. Think also of other parent-children relationships, such as the Pocket family,
Estella and Biddy, etc. To what extent are characters like Herbert, Pip, Biddy and Estella a
result of their upbringing?

3. Consider Pip as both a narrator and a character. How are different aspects of his personality
revealed by his telling of his story and by his participation in the story itself?

4. What role does social class play in Great Expectations? What lessons does Pip learn from
his experience as a wealthy gentleman? (Consider the term "gentleman". What does it mean?)
How is the theme of social class central to the novel?

5. Several of the characters' names are a symbolic reflection of their personalities. Make a list
of them, and explain the appropriateness of their names!

6. Throughout the novel, Pip is plagued by powerful feelings of guilt and shame, and
everywhere he goes he tends to encounter symbols of justice: handcuffs, gallows, prisons, and
courtrooms. What is the role of guilt in the novel? What does it mean to be "innocent"?

7. What part does the use of setting play in the book? Mark particularly interesting
descriptions of setting and be prepared to discuss them.

8. Dickens is well-known for his sometimes very critical descriptions of Victorian society and
its institutions. What aspects of society would you say are criticized in Great Expectations?
(Mark important passages and be prepared to read/quote them.)



THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
(Penguin Guide 159-169; 185-195; 216-227)

HISTORY
Political
The dissolution of the British Empire
The Rise of the Labour party

Social
Women'’s liberation
The Welfare State

The Multicultural Society

Intellectual
Feminism (Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women)
Darwinism (Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species)
Marxism (Karl Marx, Capital)
Nihilism (Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals)
Psychoanalysis (Siegmund Freud, Carl Gustav Jung)

LITERATURE

Naturalism — extreme verisimilitude and focus on social conditions
Modernism - revaluation of the form and possibilities of art with extreme
formal experiments, fragmentation and social provocation as consequences
Absurdism - philosophical pessimism leading to deliberately impoverished
and non-consequential representational forms
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SAMPLES OF LITERARY MODERNISM

E. E. Cummings

r-p-o-p-h-e-s-s-a-g-r

who
a)s w(e loo)k
upnowgath
PPEGORHRASS
eringint(o-
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to
rea(be)rran(com)gi(e)ngly
,grasshopper;

James Joyce, Ulysses (1922), from Chapter 18

I know them well who was the first person in the universe before there was
anybody that made it all who ah that they dont know neither do I so there
you are they might as well try to stop the sun from rising tomorrow the sun
shines for you he said the day we were lying among the rhododendrons on
Howth head in the grey tweed suit and his straw hat the day I got him to
propose to me yes first I gave him the bit of seedcake out of my mouth and
it was leapyear like now yes 16 years ago my God after that long kiss | near
lost my breath yes he said I was a flower of the mountain yes so we are
flowers all a womans body yes that was one true thing he said in his life and
the sun shines for you today yes that was why Iliked him because I saw he
understood or felt what a woman is and I knew I could always get round
him and I gave him all the pleasure I could leading him on till he asked me
to say yes and [ wouldnt answer first only looked out over the sea and the
sky I was thinking of so many things he didnt know of Mulvey and Mr
Stanhope and Hester and father and old captain Groves and the sailors
playing all birds fly and I say stoop and washing up dishes they called iton
the pier and the sentry in front of the governors house with the thing round
his white helmet poor devil half roasted and the Spanish girls laughing in
their shawls and their tall combs and the auctions in the morning the
Greeks and the jews and the Arabs and the devil knows who else from all
the ends of Europe and Duke street and the fowl market all clucking
outside Larby Sharons and the poor donkeys slipping half asleep and the
vague fellows in the cloaks asleep in the shade on the steps and the big
wheels of the carts of the bulls and the old castle thousands of years old yes
and those handsome Moors all in white and turbans like kings asking you
to sit down in their little bit of a shop and Ronda with the old windows of
the posadas 2 glancing eyes a lattice hid for her lover to kiss the iron and
the wineshops half open at night and the castanets and the night we missed
the boat at Algeciras the watchman going about serene with his lamp and O
that awful deepdown torrent O and the sea the sea crimson sometimes like
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fire and the glorious sunsets and the figtrees in the Alameda gardens yes
and all the queer little streets and the pink and blue and yellow houses and
the rosegardens and the jessamine and geraniums and cactuses and
Gibraltar as a girl where [ was a Flower of the mountain yes when I put the
rose in my hair like the Andalusian girls used or shall I wear a red yes and
how he kissed me under the Moorish wall and L thought well as well him as
another and then I asked him with my eyes to ask again yes and then he
asked me would | yes to say yes my mountain flower and first I put my
arms around him yes and drew him down to me so he could feel my breasts
all perfume yes and his heart was going like mad and yes I said yes I will
Yes.

T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (1922), from section I, “The Burial of the Dead”

April is the cruellest month, breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain.

Winter kept us warm, covering

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding

A little life with dried tubers.

Summer surprised us, coming over the Starnbergersee
With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade,
And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten

And drank coffee, and talked for an hour.

Bin gar keine Russin, stamm' aus Litauen, echt deutsch.
And when we were children, staying at the arch-duke's,
My cousin's, he took me out on a sled,

And I was frightened. He said, Marie,

Marie, hold on tight. And down we went.

In the mountains, there you feel free.

I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.

What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow
Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,
You canot say, or guess, for you know only
A heap of broken images, where the sun beats,
And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,
And the dry stone no sound of water. Only
There is shadow under this red rock,
(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),
And I will show you something different from either
Your shadow at evening rising to meet you;
I will show you fear in a handfull of dust.
Frish weht der Wind
Der Heimat zu
Mein Irisch Kind,
Wo weilest du?
"You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;
They called me the hyacinth girl"
--Yet when we came back, late, from the hyacinth garden,
Your arms full and your hair wet, could not
Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither
Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,
Looking into the heart of light, the silence.
Oed'und leer das Meer. )



STUDY QUESTIONS FOR TWENTIETH-CENTURY POETRY

1. Rubert Brooke’s sonnet (of what kind?) “The Soldier” represents a kind of poetry that
preceded and existed alongside the experimental and challenging forms of modernist writing
that appeared at the beginning of the twentieth century. Try to identify features of the poem
that make it a distinctly non-modernist poem.

2. T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock™, on the other hand, is modernist in a
number of ways. Try to find examples of the following traits:

a) fragmentation and lack of coherence
b) passages of textual fragments from other literary works
¢) strange or startling comparisons

d) moments of anticlimax

3. What conception of human identity and the world surrounding human beings is expressed
in “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock™?

4. Both Eliot’s poem and that of W. H. Auden have titles that may baffle the reader. Why?

5. How would you describe the style and tone of Auden’s “Musee des Beaux Arts”? Does this
tone correspond to the subject matter? What is the subject matter?

6. Unlike Brooke’s “The Soldier”, Philip Larkin’s “This Be The Verse” is not so much non-
modernist as anti-modernist in its attempt to be a poem that has the ability to communicate
with everyone (and not only initiates). Is Larkin successful in this respect? If the poem is anti-
modernist, can it still be called a “modern” poem? Why?

£t



TWENTIETH CENTURY POETRY

RUPERT BROOKE (1887-1915)
1914 V. The Soldier

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam;
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

T. S. ELIOT (1888-1965)
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock

S’io credesse che mia risposta fosse
A persona che mai tornasse al mondo,
Questa flamma staria senza piu Scosse.
Ma perciocche giammai di questo fondo
Non torno vivo alcun, s'i'odo il vero,
Senza tema d'infamia ti rispondo.

Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the sky
Like a patient etherized upon a table;

Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets,
The muttering retreats

Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels
And sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells
Streets that follow like a tedious argument



Of insidious intent

To lead you to an overwhelming question...

Oh, do not ask, ** What js it? "

Let us go and make our visit.

In the room the women come and go

Talking of Michelangelo.

The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes

The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes

Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening.

Lingered upon the pools that stand in drains.

Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys.

Slipped by the terrace, made a sudden leap,

And seeing that it was a soft October night,

Curled once about the house, and fell asleep.

And indeed there will be time

For the yellow smoke that slides along the street,

Rubbing its back upon the window-panes;

There will be time, there will be time

To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet;

There will be time to murder and create,

And time for all the works and days of hands

That lift and drop a question on your plate;

Time for you and time for me.

And time yet for a hundred indecisions,

And for a hundred visions and revisions,

Before the taking of a toast and tea.

In the room the women come and go

Talking of Michelangelo.

And indeed there will be time

To wonder, “*Do I dare?" and, *"Do I dare?"

Time to turn back and descend the stair,

With a bald spot in the middle of my hair--

They will say: *"How his hair is growing thin!']

My morning coat, my collar mounting firmly to the chin,

My necktie rich and modest, but asserted by a simple pin--

They will say: “*But how his arms and legs are thin!"

Do I dare

Disturb the universe?

In a minute there is time

For decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse.

For I have known them all already, known them all:

Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons,

I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;

I know the voices dying with a dying fall

Beneath the music from a farther room.
So how should I presume?

And I have known the eyes already, known them all--

The eyes that fix you in a formulated phrase,

And when I am formulated, sprawling on a pin,

When I am pinned and wriggling on the wall,

Then how should I begin

To spit out all the butt-ends of my days and ways?
And how should I presume?

And I have known the arms already, known them all--

Arms that are braceleted and white and bare

[But in the lamplight, downed with light brown hair!]

Is it perfume from a dress

That makes me so digress? )

Arms that lie along a table, or wrap about a shawl.
And should I then presume?

*



And how should I begin?

Shall I say, I have gone at dusk through narrow streets

And watched the smoke that rises from the pipes

Of lonely men in shirt-sleeves, leaning out of windows?. ..
1 should have been a pair of ragged claws

Scuttling across the floors of silent seas.

And the afternoon, the evening, sleeps so peacefully!
Smoothed by long fingers,
Asleep. . . tired . . . or it malingers,
Stretched on the floor, here beside you and me.
Should L, after tea and cakes and ices,
Have the strength to force the moment to its crisis?
But though I have wept and fasted, wept and prayed,
Though I have seen my head [grown slightly bald] brought in upon a platter,
I am no prophet--and here's no great matter; ’
I have seen the moment of my greatness flicker,
And I have seen the eternal Footman hold my coat, and snicker,
And in short, I was afraid.
And would it have been worth it, after all,
After the cups, the marmalade, the tea,
Among the porcelain, among some talk of you and me,
Woud it have been worth while,
To have bitten off the matter with a smile,
To have squeezed the universe into a ball
To roll it toward some overwhelming question,
To say: " I am Lazarus, come from the dead,
Come back to tell you all, I shall tell you all"--
If one, settling a pillow by her head,
Should say: **That is not what I meant at all.
That is not it, at all."
And would it have been worth it, after all,
Would it have been worth while,
After the sunsets and the dooryards and the sprinkled streets,
After the novels, after the teacups, after the skirts that trail along the floor--
And this, and so much more?--
It is impossible to say just what I mean!
But as if a magic lantern threw the nerves in patterns on a screen:
Would it have been worth while
If one, settling a pillow, or throwing off a shawl,
And turning toward the window, should say:
“*That is not it at all,
That is not what I meant, at all."

No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;
Am an attendant lord, one that will do

To swell a progress, start a scene or two,

Advise the prince; no doubt, an easy tool,
Deferential, glad to be of use,

Politic, cautious, and meticulous;

Full of high sentence, but a bit obtuse;

At times, indeed, almost ridiculous--

Almost, at times, the Fool.
Igrowold...Igrowold...

I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled.

Shall I part my hair behind? Do I dare to eat a peach?
Ishall wear white flannel trousers, and walk upon the beach.
I have heard the mermaids singing, each to each.



I do not think that they will sing to me.

I have seen them riding seaward on the waves
Combing the white hair of the waves blown back
When the wind blows the water white and black.
We have lingered in the chambers of the sea

By sea-girls wreathed with seaweed red and brown
Till human voices wake us, and we drown.

W. H. AUDEN (1907-1973)

Musee des Beaux Arts

About suffering they were never wrong,

The Old Masters: how well they understood

Its human position; how it takes place

While someone else is eating or opening a window or just walking dully along;
How, when the aged are reverently, passionately waiting

For the miraculous birth, there always must be

Children who did not specially want it to happen, skating

On a pond at the edge of the wood:

They never forgot

That even the dreadful martyrdom must run its course

Anyhow in a corner, some untidy spot

Where the dogs go on with their doggy life and the torturer's horse
Scratches its innocent behind on a tree.

In Brueghel's Icarus, for instance: how everything turns away
Quite leisurely from the disaster; the ploughman may

Have heard the splash, the forsaken cry,

But for him it was not an important failure; the sun shone

As it had to on the white legs disappearing into the green
Water; and the expensive delicate ship that must have seen
Something amazing, a boy falling out of the sky,

had somewhere to get to and sailed calmly on.



PHILIP LARKIN (1922-1985)

This Be The Verse

They fuck you up, your mum and dad,
They may not mean to, but they do.
They fill you with the faults they had
And add some extra, just for you.

But they were fucked up in their turn
By fools in old-style hats and coats,
Who half the time were soppy-stern
And half at one another's throats.

Man hands on misery to man.

It deepens like a coastal shelf.
Get out as early as you can,

And don't have any kids yourself.

Keywords for Twentieth-Century Poetry
Nihilism Cynicism Symbolism Free verse Fragmentation Anticlimax
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