Lund University

Fall 2009
The New Europe – Foundations and Challenges in the new millennium

ECTS Credits: 7,5

Course Description:
What is the shape of this new Europe we are endeavouring to create? After the latest wave of its enlargement, in 2007, the EU was faced not only with internal problems in the old member states, as reflected in the negative vote of the French and Dutch on the Constitutional Treaty, but also with the challenge of integrating the new member states. Such states, in particular the former members of the communist bloc, remain for most a relatively unknown quantity. One of the aims of this course is to familiarize the students with the history, politics, and culture of the new member states of the European Union. The other aim is to look at the configuration of the new mixture between the traditional Western European cultures and the new comers and to stimulate students to critically engage the prospects of the new Europe in the 21st century.

The course will thus explore several specific themes (nationalism, religion and politics, ethnic minorities) highly relevant for the dynamics of the enlarged EU and its neighbours. At the same time, the course will be raising the more general question: How can we draw the borders of Europe? What does this say about how the EU defines itself in the 21st century? Where does Old Europe stop and the New Europe begin?
Course Organization

The course consists of a series of lectures, one in-class presentation of each team’s chosen topic and the final writing of an essay.

The students - divided in groups of two or three - will develop a research question, which would form the core of their in-class presentation, when the students will have the opportunity to receive feedback from their colleagues and the instructors to refine their research plan. This presentation will provide the outline for their essay, to be submitted at the end of the course. 
Grading

The students will be divided in teams of 2-3 members. Each team will be required to have one in-class presentation (40% of the grade) and one take-home essay (60% of the grade).
Course literature
Individual articles and chapters.
Anamaria Dutceac Segesten Segesten and Andreas Önnerfors (2007). Negotiating Europe: Foundations, Dynamics, Challenges. Lund: Lund University
Course Schedule
	Sept 9
Sept 16
	1) Introduction – welcome and practical details (Nowak)
2) The Unity and Divisions of Europe- a Historical Perspective (Nowak &   

Lennhag)
Readings: Andreas Önnerfors (2007). Between the Sacred and the Secular. – Connotations of European Space, pp. 18 – 37 in Dutceac Segesten and Önnerfors (2007).

Recommended: Gerard Delanty, Inventing Europe: Idea, Identity, Reality (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995), pp. 84-99, 156-163.


	Sept 23
Sep 30
	3) Nations and nationalisms in European Politics (Nowak)
Readings: Umut Ozkirimli, The nation as an artichoke? A critique of ethnosymbolist interpretations of nationalism, Nations and Nationalism 9: 3 (2003), pp. 339-355.  


Brown, David, Are there good and bad nationalisms?, Nations and nationalism 5:2 (1999), pp. 281-302

Recommended: Anthony D. Smith, The poverty of anti-nationalist modernism, Nations and Nationalism 9: 3 (2003), pp. 357-370


4) The Symbolic politics of Europe (Dutceac Segesten) 
Readings:
http://europa.eu/abc/symbols
Hansen-Magnusson, Hannes (2008) “Demarcating Regions through Sites-of-Memory and Geographical Depictions: Enabling or Closing Discursive Interactions?” paper presented at the 2nd Global International Studies Conference, Ljubljana
Recommended: Ulf Hedetoft (ed.) (1998). Political Symbols, Symbolic Politics: European Identities in Transformation, Aldershot: Ashgate

	Oct 7
Oct 14

	5) Europe: East, West and nostalgia (”Goodbye Lenin” – discussion) (Lennhag)

Readings: 

FILM: Goodbye Lenin, (2003), 121 minutes 
Boyer, Dominic (2006) “Ostalgie and the Politics of the Future in Eastern Germany”, Public Culture 18:2, pp. 361-381 
6) The Enlargement of the EU. Different policies, relations and prospects in the EU relations with the east, south and southeast (Lennhag)

Readings:

See separate list 

	Oct 21
Oct 28
	7) Russia, Europe and the EU (Dutceac Segesten)
Readings: 
Michael Herslund, “Old Europe, New Europe, Non Europe: Where Does Russia Fit in?”, in Dutceac Segesten and Önnerfors (2007)

Neumann, Iver B. (2008) “Russia as a great power, 1815–2007” Journal of International Relations and Development 11, pp. 128-151
8) Essay Writing Workshop (Dutceac Segesten)


	Nov 4
Nov 11
	9) Historical memory and European identity (Nowak)
Readings:
Eder, Klaus and Willfried Spohn (eds.) (2005) Collective Memory and European Identity: The Effects of Integration and Enlargement. London: Ashgate

10) Is there a Post-national or Post-Western Europe (Dutceac Segesten)
Readings:
Delanty, Gerard (2003) “The Making of a Post-Western Europe: A Civilizational Analysis.” Thesis Eleven, Vol. 72: 8-24
Habermas, Jürgen (2003). “Toward a Cosmopolitan Europe” Journal of Democracy 14: 4, pp. 86-100

Baban Feyzi and Fuat Keyman (2008). “Turkey and Postnational Europe. Challenges for the Cosmopolitan Political Community” European Journal of Social Theory, 11: 1, pp. 107-124 

Recommended:

Delanty, Gerard (2007) 'Peripheries and Borders in a Post-Western Europe'. In: Eurozine  http://www.eurozine.com/


	Nov 18
	11) Informal economy and post-Soviet identity (Lennhag)

Readings: 

See separate list



	Nov 25
	12) Is there a conservative challenge to Europe? (Nowak)

Readings: 

Nowak Mattias (2007). “Contemporary Polish Conservatism and the Decadence of the West” in Dutceac Segesten Segesten and Önnerfors



	Dec 2
Dec 9
	13) Class presentations 1  (Nowak & Dutceac Segesten)
 14) Class presentations 2 (Nowak & Dutceac Segesten)


	Dec 17
	Essay deadline
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