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ENGLISH PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY 
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Run-through: to be announced – please check the course homepage! 
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GOOD LUCK! Anna & Satu. 

 

1. Transcribe the vowels (=the monophthongs and diphthongs) in the following English words into 

phonetic script. Then draw a vowel diagram, and indicate the correct positions of these sounds on 

the diagram. (NB. You should only transcribe the vowels, not the consonants!) (6p) 

 

free 

bat 

kit 

nose 

roof 

toy 
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2. Give the three-part description (voicing, place or articulation, manner of articulation) of the 

following English consonant sounds. (4p) 

a) /�/ 

 

 

b) /f/ 

 

 

c) /s/ 

 

 

d) /j/ 

 

 

3. Give the phonetic symbol for each of the following English sounds. (2p) 

a) unvoiced apico-alveolar plosive 

 

 

a) voiced dorso-velar plosive 

 

 

b) voiced dorso-velar nasal 

 

 

a) unvoiced apico-postalveolar affricate 

 

 

4. What is a triphthong? Give also relevant examples to support your discussion. (2p) 
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5. What is the main stress rule for English bisyllabic nouns? Give also relevant examples. (2p) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Circle all the words…  (4p) 

 

a) …that rhyme with the Engish word made.  

 

fade make main raid maze mead 

 

b) …that form a minimal pair with the English word made.  

 

fade make main raid maze mead 

 

7. What stress rules explain the placement of primary stress in the following English words? (name 

the rules and explain what they actually do). (6p) 

a)  �ædv	n�te�d�	s 

 

 

 

b)  BBC  t	�ma�t	� GA  t	�me�t�o� 

 

 

 

 

c)  	�næl	s�s 
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8. What is a linking r? Define the term and give an example of an environment where speakers 

would use a linking r. (2p)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What are the rules that regulate the pronunciation of the English inflectional affix –s? State the 

rules and give examples of words that follow these rules. (NB. there are three rules!) (6p) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Transcribe the following English words into phonetic script, giving as much detail as possible 

(=give the narrow/allophone transcription). Indicate whether you want to be judged according to 

the British  /  American (underline) system. NB. IF NO INDICATION IS GIVEN, YOU WILL NOT GET 

ANY POINTS FOR THIS QUESTION! (3p) 

 

a) hearts 
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b) lower 

 

 

c) operator 

 

 

 

11. Write the following transcribed words in “normal” writing in English. Remember that the 

words must be spelled correctly. (3p) 

a) / sku�p / 

 

 

b) [ b�b…¡ ] 

 

 

c) / be�D / 

 

 

 

 

 

 


