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In  contemporary  late  modern  society  the  filter  mechanisms  of  traditional  knowledge 
institution has been challenged. With the digitisation of society, there seems to be transference 
of formal expertise and control of information from institutions, such as publishers, schools, 
and  libraries,  to  the  users  of  digital  media.  One  such  important  institution  with  vast 
significance for  society is the school system and the different practices associated with this 
institution. What has in schools been regarded as important knowledge to teach and learn has 
changed throughout  history and we are right now witnessing a shift from reading selected 
textbooks to  independent  information seeking.  Different  disciplines  have joined efforts  in 
researching  the  changing  literacies  in  an  increasingly  digital  learning environment.  This 
presentation  will  particularly  focus  on  one  aspect  of  these  new  information  and  digital 
literacies:  that of credibility assessment and of how pupils  justify and uphold trust  in the 
authority of digital information resources. More specifically, the relation between assessments 
of credibility in an upper secondary school environment will  be discussed in  the light of 
changing information infrastructures. The presentation will revolve around the following two 
questions: How are traditional school practices of assessing information (e.g. source criticism) 
changed in  regard to the changing information infrastructures? What are the consequences for 
teaching  practices  of  information  and  digital  literacy?  The  presentation  will  start  with  a 
theoretical discussion of understanding literacy  within a sociocultural framework. Empirical 
examples will be taken from research carried out within a project financed by The Swedish 
Research Council,  called Expertise, Authority and Control on the web (EXACT). This project 
has  investigated  what  is  happening  in  the  classroom  when  control  of  information  is 
transformed,  from carefully  selected textbooks to  emphasising empowerment  of  pupils  to 
find, assess and apply digital information on their own. 


