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   Aikhenvard (2009) semantically divides the status of clause linking into two types : 
‘core’ and ‘marginal’. ‘temporal’ is included in the ‘core’ type, where the semantic 
relation is formally marked so that the logical relation may be clarified. If 
circumstantial clauses with temporal referential function, one of the adverbial clauses,  
are included in the ‘core’ type, examples from Colloquial Arabic show that this 
typological tendency does not always hold true. 
  Goldenberg (1985) clearly analyzes on adverbial qualifiers of Classical Arabic. All 
adverbial qualifiers have connections with the nexus of the main clause. Depending 
upon this analysis circumstantial clauses can be divided into two types : 
clause-internal (intrinsic) (foreground) type and clause-external (extrinsic) 
(background) type, whether the linkage is syndetic or not. When the semantic relations 
between clauses can be ambiguous, some conjunctions can introduce the clause so that 
the linkage can be syndetic. This is the case with Classical Arabic. 
  In the case of Colloquial Arabic most of the adverbial qualifying clauses are 
asyndetic. “The differences between main and circumstantial clauses have been widely 
blurred” as Blau (1961) suggested on Middle Arabic. This kind of the case can 
frequently happen to modern colloquial Arabic. And this is not only applied to the case 
of circumstantial clauses but to every kind of adverbial qualifying clause. How to 
understand the logical relation between just juxtaposed clauses without any 
grammatical markers is a crucial issue, including the difference between point of time 
(when) and length of time (while).  
  When the adverbial word is posed in front of the clause, it can grammatically 
function as the conjunction formally linking clauses. But when it is post-posed to the 
clause, how is the logical relation between clauses understood grammatically ? In the 
case of Colloquial Arabic the logical relation between clauses are not always be clearly 
grammaticalized, as long as the speech sentences are not influenced by the prescriptive 
Arabic. 
  This research is part of a larger study that aims to elucidate the true situation of the 
interaction between the prescriptive language and the colloquial language in a 
multiglossic setting such as in Arabic. My research shows that according to the corpus 



 2 

data, in the lower strata of the population circumstantial clauses, especially with 
temporal referential function, are less found in their speech (just successive sequence 
of juxtaposed sentences), whereas in the higher layers of urban population 
circumstantial clauses are more found in their speech, so that hypotactic clause linking 
can occur. This relatively inclined occurrence of circumstantial clauses is dependent 
upon the influence by the ideal of the prescriptive Arabic or their efforts to avoid the 
influence of their own native colloquial Arabic, which relatively reflects the educational 
level of the speakers.  
 


