
Peircean Pragmatism for understanding social movements in digital 
contexts

Bringing together two strands of inquiry, Peircean pragmatism, which describes how beliefs 
are formed, and observations on the organisation of information on socio-technical networks, 
which allow for the flow of capital and goods as much as the emergence of a common 
agenda and solidarity, an exploratory analysis of the network social movements of Wikileaks 
and Avaaz is proposed. These sites mobilise society with campaigns in digital contexts, 
leading to the creation of parameters for 'global justice'.

The pragmatism of Peirce is based on natural logic, constituting a method to clarify concepts 
or representations concerning theoretical terms in science. As such, it encompasses the 
optimisation of discourse regarding cognitive values. William James had a more organic 
vision of language and pragmatism, as if the processes of meaning could be explained in 
terms of the processes of interaction between living organisms. Another colleague of Peirce 
was Dewew, who viewed pragmatism from a naturalistic perspective, influenced by the theory 
of evolution in the natural sciences. This was somewhat disputed by Peirce. The ambiguity of 
the word 'naturalist' derives from the fact that it can be applied to human behaviour, but also 
to that of
primates, insects or bacteria. Man, like other creatures, is a living being, but his evolves 
takes place in networks made up of other people, in linguistic communities which traffic in 
knowledge and culture. Therefore, the logical conception, which underlies the position 
assumed here, is a cultural naturalism. No inquiry, not even with the most abstract formal set 
of symbols can escape the cultural matrix in which they move and exist.

Such a cultural naturalism helps us to understand the dynamics of information in 
organisations between informational subjects inserted into a social context. These cultural 
spaces overlap in digital strata, making analysis more complex, because the transference of a 
sign is a process involving, at least, social knowledge shared between the emitter, 
the transferrer, and the receiver, and new meaning can arise from the translation.

From this assumption, based on Peirce's conception of pragmatism and semiotics, in which 
the flux of informational mediate pertaining to 'global justice', can help to concretise a belief 
or an informational policy regarding some specific theme. Through
dialogue between the concepts presented here and following, it is intended to provide 
theoretical support to evaluate the passability and make inferences about social movements in 
digital contexts, specifically those practiced by Wikileaks and Avaaz.

Informational mediations can be observed on the Avaaz and Wikileaks sites which lead from 
the imaginary world to concrete actions, causing changes in international relations, and 
modifying communications relations between users of information.
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