
COGNITION AND EMOTION IN A SWEDISH FORTUNE TELLING BOOK FROM THE 17TH CENTURY

In my paper I will take for granted that narrative texts are based on the cognitive structure of 
human emotions. Consequently, I postulate a connection between cognition and narration, and 
assume that cognition is a prerequisite for narration. Using the theory of conceptual 
metaphors, conceptual blending and Antonio Damasio’s ideas of somatic markers, I will 
investigate a Swedish oracle text from the 17th century. I start from the usually unconscious 
and automatic inferences, as analyzed by way of introspection.

The main issue is what kind of feelings the text signals will communicate. In what way will 
text passages control the reading experience, or more specifically, how will the reader’s 
emotional response be governed by the story world, the narrative perspective, and the 
narrator’s commentary? However, the impression of a narrative text will also be affected by 
the suggestion structures that are predominately emotional and most often unconscious. 
During the reception we don’t realize or understand why we feel the way we do. Accordingly, 
the matter of consideration will be ambiguities, instabilities and tensions as seen from the 
viewpoint of a modern reading, but signalling anxieties in the discourse worlds of the time of 
the conception. Therefore, I will focus on text signals that suggest receiver constructions that 
in turn suggest an increase of the emotional temperature of the narrative interaction.

The object of my cognitive and emotive analyses is a moral didactic fortune telling book, 
written by Gisle Jakobsson, one of two mining clerks employed at Stora Kopparberget in the 
beginning of the 17th century. The text is dated 1613 and titled Ett litet Tidhfördriff/ Der medh 
man kan fördröye Tidhen (A small pastime, wherewith one can delay time). 
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